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For the past 19 years the Manitoba Forestry Association (MFA), along with it partners and 
funders, has been the proud host organization of the Manitoba Envirothon. This program has 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
environment and current issues. In 2015, 50 teams competed at the Regional level, with 21 
teams advancing to the Provincial level. The topic theme for 2015, Urban \  Community 
Forestry, allowed the students and advisors to explore the roles and responsibilities needed to 
successfully manage diverse urban forests, either heavily used or just protected, and best 
management practices that hopefully ensure their operations are socially, economically and 
environmentally sustainable. 

In 2015 there were five Regional Envirothon competitions that were held throughout the 
province during the week of April 20 to 24, 2015. The MFA partnered with the following 
Regional Host organizations: Frontier School Division \  University College of the North (The Pas - 
April 23 & 24), Manitoba Parks and Natural Areas (Rennie ς April 24), Assiniboine Hills 
Conservation District (Spruce Woods Prov. Park ς April 22), Duck Mountain Forest Centre (April 
23) and Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre (April 22) to stage events ς all with good 
weather considering the time of year!  Continuing the structure fully implemented in 2011, all 
teams were required to qualify at the Regional level in order to advance to the Provincial 
Envirothon. 

The Provincial Envirothon took place at Canadian Mennonite University (CMU) from May 21-23, 
2015. The teams were housed and fed at this fine facility, delicious meals were provided by 
members of the CMU culinary team. The field test took place on the hills, fields, forests and 
pond in nearby Assiniboine Forest.  It consisted of 15 stops with normally two teams per stop 
and took place under hot, sunny conditions ς much better than Regionals!  Opening the event 
was the Honourable Thomas Nevakshonoff, Minister of Conservation and Water Stewardship 
followed by the creative and memorable Team Introductions. 

The orals competition was held in the classrooms and Gymnasium of the CMU North Campus. 
Orals prep was done at neighboring Shaftesbury High School.   Presentations on the orals 
challenge presented to them that morning ς ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ άǊƻƭŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎέ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ managing 
a large unused urban area ƛƴ ά²ƛƳōƻǊƴŜέ under consideration ŦƻǊ άƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέΦ (Please see 
Appendix D).  Once the scores from the field test and the oral competition were tallied the 
winning team was Vincent Massey Collegiate, Winnipeg Manitoba. The team will now attend 
the North America Envirothon in Springfield Missouri! 
 
There will again be the ongoing reviews of the program - incorporating feedback we get from 
the event participants and partners, to ensure that the MFA is providing the best Envirothon 
program.  Participants experience hands-on learning opportunities and possibly begin careers 
as resource managers, scientists or empowered citizens and future leaders! 
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REGIONAL TO PROVINCIAL ADVANCEMENT POLICY 
 

 Regional Scoring 
 Teams competing in Regional Envirothon events will be scored on three components: 

Á Field Test Core questions supplied by the Manitoba Envirothon Steering 
Committee (50%) 

Á Regional Questions provided by the Regional Organization (10%) 
Á Oral presentation (40%) 

 ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ 
 final score. 
 

 Advancing to the Provincial Event 
 The teams with the three highest scores, (based on the combined field test, regional 
 questions and  orals in the proportions described under Regional Scoring), will advance to 
 the Provincial  Envirothon.  This ensures representation from every region. 
 
 ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜƴǘǊȅ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻǘƘƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
 ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻƴ the Field Test Core Questions only and the Provincial 
 host location.  Teams, other  than the three winners from each Region, will be ranked 
 using their Field Test Core Question score and offered the entry positions available for the 
 ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Provincial Envirothon. 
 

 Sample scenario:  5 regions, a  24 team maximum Provincial Event: 
Á 15 - Regional 1st, 2nd and 3rd teams will have automatic entries to the Provincial 

event 
Á 8 - Teams from across the province will be offered entry based on their Field Test  

core question scores (all Regions combined) in descending order from highest to 
lowest. 

Á 1 - Allowance for a local ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭΩǎ (even if they did 
not qualify otherwise.) 
 

 Provincial Envirothon Attendance 

 The top three teams from each Region will automatically advance to the Provincial 
 competition based on their combined score as described in Regional Scoring.  Should any 
 of these teams decline their entry position in the Provincial Envirothon that entry will 
 then go to the team in their region with the next highest combined score and so on until 
 the limit is reached. 
 
 
 

The Manitoba Forestry Association and the Manitoba Envirothon Steering Committee 
implement a regional qualifying format for the program, where teams are required to qualify 
at a regional level competition in order to advance to the provincial level.   The advancing 
structure was set up as follows: 
 
 



Regionals 

¶ North Region: Frontier School Division \ University College of the North  

¶ East Region: Manitoba Parks and Natural Areas Branch\Alf Hole 

¶ South Region: Assiniboine Hills Conservation District\Spruce Woods Prov. Park 

¶ Winnipeg Region: Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre 

¶ Western Region: Spruce Products Ltd.\Duck Mountain Forest Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     STUDENT PARTICIPANTS AT OAK HAMMOCK MARSH (WINNIPEG) REGIONAL EVENT! 
 

The Test Writing Committee prepared a standard test that was made up of core questions that 
are consistent throughout the regions. Regional hosts are also able to add local questions if 
they choose, subject to approval from the Test Writing Committee.  For the second time, the 
Orals component was built into all Regional field tests as a two-stop cluster and then marked by 
judges.  The students were given the Orals question two weeks before the Regional events and 
expected to develop a poster and presentation and then answer questions to support their 
analysis. Throughout the day host organizations had the ability to showcase their own programs 
and facilities.  
 

There were initially 53 registered teams, 
and 50 teams participated in regional 
events from 26 different schools.  
Regional hosts put on wonderful events.   
One of the advantages to the regional 
program is that the host organizations 
are able to educate the students on the 
local environment and resource 
management issues in a local  
setting.  

 
WILDLIFE  TRAINING AT SOUTHWEST REGIONAL AT 

SPRUCE WOODS PROVINCIAL PARK  



Event School # Teams School Division

Northern Cormorant Lake School 1 Frontier School Division (FSD)

Margaret Barbour Collegiate Institute 1 Kelsey School Division (KSD)

Duke of Marlborough School 1 FSD

R. D. Parker Collegiate 1 Mystery Lake School Division (MLSD)

SouthWest Baldur School 3 Prairie Spirit School Division (PSSD)

Carman Collegiate 3 Prairie Rose School Division (PRSD)

Cartwright School 4 PSSD

Crocus Plains Regional Secondary School 2 Brandon School Division (BSD)

Fairholme Colony School 1 PSSD

Glenboro School 3 PSSD

Nellie McClung Collegiate 5 PSSD

Oak River Colony School 1 Rolling River School Division (RRSD)

Prairie Mountain High School 1 PSSD

Virden Collegiate Institute 3 Fort La Bosse School Division (FLBSD)

W. C. Miller Collegiate 1 Borderland School Division (BLSD)

Winnipeg Elmwood High School 2 Winnipeg School Division (WSD)

Gimli High School 2 Evergreen School Division (ESD)

Shaftesbury High School 1 Pembina Trails School Division (PTSD)

St. Boniface Diocesan High School 2 Private

St. James Collegiate Institute 1 St. James - Assiniboia School Division (SJSD)

Vincent Massey Collegiate 1 PTSD

Westwood Collegiate 2 SJSD

Eastern Lord Selkirk Regional Comprehensive Secondary School 3 Lord Selkirk School Division (LSSD)

Pinawa Secondary School 1 Whiteshell School Division (WhiteshellSD)

Wanipigow School 1 FSD

Western Swan Valley Regional Secondary School 3 Swan Valley School Division (SVSD)

5 Events 26 schools 50 teams 16 Divisions, 1 private

Provincial St. Boniface Diocesan High School 2 Private

Margaret Barbour Collegiate Institute 1 KSD

R. D. Parker Collegiate 1 MLSD

Vincent Massey Collegiate 1 PTSD

Virden Collegiate Institute 1 FLBSD

Swan Valley Regional Secondary School 3 SVSD

Lord Selkirk Regional Comprehensive Secondary School 2 LSSD

Gimli High School 1 ESD

St. James Collegiate Institute 1 SJSD

Westwood Collegiate 2 SJSD

Carman Collegiate 2 PRSD

Shaftesbury High School 1 PTSD

Nellie McClung Collegiate 2 PSSD

Prairie Mountain High School 1 PSSD

14 Schools 21 Teams 9 Divisions, 1 Private

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ нлмр 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ро ǘŜŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ  
рл ǘŜŀƳǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ нс ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜΦ 

 
 
REGISTERED TEAMS / SCHOOLS (50/26)  

 

  

ORALS PRESENTATION AT THE EASTERN REGIONAL  
COMPETITION AT ALF HOLE 

SKULL IDENTIFICATION AT 
 WINNIPEG REGIONAL 

PLEASE SEE APPENDIX B FOR A REGIONAL EVENT SUMMARY 
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UTILIZED FOR FIELD TEST 

PROVINCIAL ENVIROTHON 

 
 

The Provincial 
Competition was hosted 
at Canadian Mennonite 
University (CMU), from 
May 21-23, 2015 with the 
field test around the Eve 
Werier Memorial Pond 
ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎΩǎ 
wonderful Assiniboine 
Forest! 

 
 

 
 
 

Throughout the planning of the event the 
Manitoba Envirothon had tremendous 
support from The City of Winnipeg, CMU 
Staff and Shaftesbury High School, the 
Government of Manitoba and Manitoba 
Hydro.  
                       

                                    Thanks folks! 
 
 
  

A WELL-USED SNAG! 

ORALS JUDGES TRAINING IN CMU LIBRARY 


