Provincial Envirothon Orals Question 2014
Role Playing Exercise: Conversations about Sustainable Agriculture and Locally Grown food
There are a lot of perspectives on how growing and marketing food for the world should be done. Select one of the following scenarios and act out a conversation among the participants who have different viewpoints on sustainable agriculture and locally grown foods. 

Select one scenario:
1. A father owns a family farm and has farmed in the conventional way since he apprenticed under his own father. A son/daughter of this farmer just finished an Agriculture Degree at University and has come home to participate in the family farm. In school he/she learned a lot about economic, environmental and social sustainability, and has ideas about practices that could improve the sustainability of the family’s farm and appeal to those concerned about locally grown food options. Father, Mother, the son or daughter, a sibling, and a hired hand express their perspectives in a conversation about whether or not some changes are needed on the family farm.

2. A young couple from the city wants to start a farm or an agriculture-related business in a small rural community. At “coffee-row” in the local diner they get into a conversation about what they think about agriculture and its economic, social and environmental sustainability. A large-scale pulse and cereal grower, a naturalist, the local grocer, and the young couple take a variety of perspectives in this conversation.
3. At a local Manitoba wedding social five old high school friends are having a conversation about buying groceries. Each of them has a different job, income level, cultural background and values, so they express different perspectives about how their food purchasing practices are influenced by affordability, agricultural production practices, marketing, food safety, quality, community development, environmental footprint/sustainability, and personal connection.

In your conversations you will need to address the following points:

i. The practices related to sustainable agriculture and locally grown food that each participant supports.

ii. The benefits they cite that support their chosen practices (hint: think about possible economic, social and environmental benefits).

iii. The reasons why some participants do not support practices that others think are viable.

iv. The ideas/solutions that might help the group to reach some level of compromise on ways to move forward. 
